
Or TEA, COMMESDED BY HER MAJESTY.

By lOdrnand Waller, In the first Poem on Tea.

Venus her myrtle. PbOOOon has ht* bays;
Tea both excels, which "she vouchsafes to pruUi
The best of queens, BBeJ |,,.5t of li.rt.s. We owe

To that hold nation which IB* way did sh.iw
To the fulr region Often fte sun Con rise.
Whose ri rh prodactlon* we so justly prtee.
Th.* Muse*s friend, tea, Coes mir taney aid,
Repress those vapors which Ito head Invade,
And keeps thal potare nf th* soul sean1ne.
PH on lier Mrtbaay to salute tb* Queen.
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Autiior nf ..Sai-urTui's, u "Th* Thne K»tar*«," cte.

Coiiyriyht. ls'r.'. ',,/ Macmillan A Co

CIIAFTEH XVII.

Laura Arden's plan* for n,,. Buminer wen nol by
any moans settled, bal sin* was anxious to leave
Rome 1*0011, liuth brennan travelling in the beni
would be had for little Hnbert, aad becaun abe
wiahed to leave tho rather expensive apnrtment In
whioh she bad eontinuoti to livo alter her Inm-
band's death. A far smaller and less pretentious
dwelling would i.o amply saffJtelent for h.-r next
winter, nn.l In ibo moan time «W Intended t., go

to some <|iii"t town oiilmr in Switzerland or bj tba
seaside, atu I to koop ns 111110)1 alone ;is possible. Il.*r

rnothor might ba witling lo spend B month or two
.with her, nnd Laura would la* Very glad ol her

Company, hut tlioro wa* no ono els,- whoso society
alie desireel. She foul I. of emirs**, go to Englnnd
anrl stay af lu*r btotber-ln-luw's house in solemn
ami solitnrv state, bnl sin* feared tim long journey
for her ebiM, nnd abe o:iro<l little for the sort of
existence sim must lend In tbs nmgnlfteenl eountiT-
eoat, in th-* absenae af thc _nhrortbs the.iselvea
It would he pleSSBBl In lo.nl g vorv simi'l-' BBd
qTiiot Ute sBnarwhere out of the world, and bb far

as possjiii,. H ,m tim ^rt'ui' of rill lmr sn fl cr in irs.

If A.lel» niui liam sr,, bad not appeared while
Cihisl.-ri ams making his first visit, sin* would

probably bnve Baked ins advise, ih* had 1m*ou

almost everywhere, ami being himself fond of soli¬
tude, would in all likelihood have told lmr of som*
beautiful and sm lu led spot when she eould liva
in tin* way »'i<* deolred Hut In the presence, nf

her stojisistor aha had imf eared to speak on tho

Subject.
Affor they had loft hor she thought a long time

of (inUl.ri :itnl his story, anti, fur tie* llrsl time In
ber life, si,.- wished she might seo him nenin be¬

ttie !.»n_'. Ila ha shown lmr a sid.* of himself
which sin- hnd neither seen nor encased at before,
and sh.* begnn to nnderstand, dimly at fir-t and
then moro clearly, the iCeTong liking 1i"r hnsband
bad always shawn fur him. He was eapable of

deep and earnenl beliefs and of nigh and generous
itrp"!-ei, ii, spit.* of his contempt d.r hlmnlf nnd

of th.* Irregular Hf.* lm Jed. His present exist¬
ence, as far rat she know anything <>f it, she con-

Omned bs unworthy, Sha wan imf, however, a

woman as e-.i^ilv shocked Bl the anectaete of evil
in th<* lives ,.f oth. rs ;is might have been ov-ic'to I

Thor.* was a gnat deal nf sound mod snii«e in flic

composition of lier ehaneter, and sim hm! seen
enough of the world to have learned that perfee-
tin.n is a word used to define what is a little bet¬

ter than tho average. What sin* had disliked in

fJhisleri frmn ber first aeojaaiittaaee arith him was

not BB.gcoted with his reputation, nf which, at

that limo, sin* hal known Tery little. Besides,
though people called him frist and wild and mora

or less heartless, he was liked, on the whole, as

much ns any unmarried man ht society. Il<* was

known to b» homsrable, rourageoua, and very dis¬

creet, and tho latter finality almost Invariably
tringa its leward in tin* end. That he should
have bern entangled in mon* than ono love nITair
.was only whnf was to be exp*.****ted of suth n man

Bt two or three and thirty yean of age, ami no

bno really 0 lasldered liini any tito worse on that
account, white the gnni majority of women

thought him vastly mon* totetestiBg for that very
reason. Laura was nat, portiaps, so entirely slif-

*er»nt from tho rest of hor BBB asG)iisl>*ri was fond
of Iieliovinc. lier education had not l.o,-n that of

young- lioirnn girls, it is trim, and the singular
circumstanced of lor short married life hud not

leroloped her character in tho sumo direction as

theirs eon.-rally was hy Tnatrinmnv. li it in real
wwmanllnesi si,,, was a* mneb a wotnan as any of
them, liable to tim same Influence a and tn the mine

(.1bs« of rnthnatumns. Deenun sin* had loved an.7
married Herbert Ardon, it did nut follow that she

could not and .lid not admin* all that was brave
and gonor"ns and sirona, independently of moral
weakness nnd faults.

Ardon himself. Indeed, thangh ho had o\eifr* l

ber pity by his physical defaeta, lind commando i

ber respect liv t' » manly coBrage he ohowed under

nil hi* Bufferings. She hud been able to forget his
deformity in th>* superior sifts of Intelligence and

fc*. heart which had bjBqueotlonably been his, and.

Wtfl after nil, she hal loved him most becansa she had
\w felt that hut for an accident ho would have been

pre-eminently a monly man. Cripple as he wa*,

she had always known that slit* could roly on

him. and hor instinct had always told her that ho
Could protect her.

Hut she had never trr!«tr-d Gatos.1. Ile hal
tho misfortune to show Ids worst vide to most

people, and hg had shown it to her. Sim had Been

more- than once that In* waa mady t< undertake

nnd carry out almost anything for his Mend's
sake, and she had been honestly grateful to him
for all ho had done, nut she hid not l«*on aldo.
nntil now, to shrike of! that, feeling of distrust
and timid dislike she had always felt jn his pres¬
ence. Bbbj had, indeed, succeeded tolerably weil in
hiding it from him, but, it had always made her
cold In conversation and somewhat formal in man¬

ner," and ho, being outwardly a rather formal and

©old man. had. «,, tn BBJ, imf himself in harmony
frith her key. For tho first time in their BBqaaint.
Rnt*»*s and under pressure of what ho Bouldered
beoteelty, he had suddenly nnh.-nt. nnd hail told
her the principal story of his life with a frankness
nnd simplicity that had charmed lier. From flint
hour she judged him diflorontly. .\ffor that first
visit he "went often to soo her, nnd on each occa¬

sion he felt drawn more closely to her than before.

"You aro very much changed," ho said to her
one dft.v. u Do you mind my saving it P"
"""Not In tho least," Laura BBBSfeild, with 8

smile. "Hut in what way nm I different P"
"In ono great linns', I think Von used to r*aj

Very imposingly oalm with BBC. Von npvt-r soomeaij

quite "willing tn sj-,.-ul; ire,dy about anything. Now

lt is almost always you who make mo talk hy
making mo fed that you will tall.' yourself. That
b not vory clearly put, is lt } I do not know
Iwhether you over disliked mo-if you did you

*Be-ver showed it. lint I nally begin to think that

^011 almost like mo. Is then* any truth in that P"
¦ Yes.a croat deal.*' She smiled airain. "Moro

truth than you guos*..for t (j0 not mini Buying it

ginee it is all over. I did n.«t like you, ami I
teaed to try and hid,* it. Hut I like yan now, and

g sm puite W.HRg that yoi sliuiild know it."
"That is good of yon -good as overvthinn you

.0 is. Hut I would nally like to know why you

tisvo changed your mind. May 1.'"
" lb-cause I hUTS found OUl that you are not

fsrhat I took yon for."
"Most discoveries of that kind are disappoint-

Inent*,'' observed Tehislori, with a dry luugh.
"That te Just tho sort of a remark I used to

Bislika you for," snid Laura. "The world is not

RU bad, and you know it. Yet out of toa ohse*r-

frations you make, nine, at hast, would lead one

|o believe that you think it is."
.* Exempting yourself, wo un- nil as had as we

%an be». What is the use of denying; it"""
**\Ve are not'all bad, ami I do not ohoose to he

tnade an exception of. I am just like other peo-

p]c, or I should be if I wore placed as they an*

1 not only am sure that you aro not a had man,
but I am quite convinced that in some ways you
k\re a vory good one."

¦ What an odd mistake."
"Why do you pormstently try to make yourself

sjsut worse than you are, aud to show your worst

Wide to the world?"
¦ I suppoeea that ls tim. aldo most apparent to

frfcivself," answered Ghisleri. "I cannot help see¬

ing lt."
1

" Because you arc not Iauncejot,' yon take your¬
self for Caesar Borgia-"
^_MJhat would bo {tattering mysslf too much.

Borgia wan by far the more intelligent of the two.
Say Tinnetta."

"I know nothing about Thersitos.¦
" '1 hen Bgy Judas. Then BBBB.I lo 1>" very little

lUflerence of opinion n* to that penonage's morai

obliquity," Ubislerl laughed.
"N.'i.y areli," said .Burn, gravely. *. i suppose*

you have bo doubt, then, that Judas would have
acteii ns yoi did In your affair with Dun IJiuri-
forte. He would, of coane, have submitted to
insult rather than break a pramtee, and would
l.;ive allowed.¦
"Will yen please stop, Lady HerbartP" '.Mis.

lori liwd his blue eyes an her,
"Nn, I will not," iinswi'ieti [.nra with decision.

" What 1 like about you is preeteely what you try
tim most to hide, sad I mean t" s.s. it and ta ..kc
you s.-e it, ii ponaible. You would be much hap¬
pier ii you could. I suppose that ii tl,.* majority
ol people could bear ns talking now they weald
think .mr conversation utterly sbsnrd. They
would say that you wen posing, in order to make
yourself interesting, nnd that I was enough at-
traeted by yon t.. bo deceived by the comedy. I*
Bot thal the way the wt,rid wunld look at lt¦?"

.. I'n.iiai Iv," assented Qhlsteri. 'lVihap* I am

really posiBg. 1 do not pretend to know."'
" I nm nilling to believe thut you ar.* nat, if you

will let tm*, and I would much rather. In the
litest place, you aro, at all events, nat any worse.

than most mon uni* knows. That is evident
enough from your actions. Irteeoudly.yoe see I am
arguing the can like a lawyer.if you had not a

hia-di ideal of what you wish to bo, you would not
have each a poor opinion of what you an*. Is
thut eteur?"

" If then won- no right, there could not possibly
bo any wrong. Hut black would bo black, oven if

you coul I only compare it with blue, green and
yellow, instead of with white"

¦. I um not talking of chromolithographs," said
Lama. "What I say i« simple enough. If you
.'id not wish to bo good, and know what, goad
means, nnd if you had not a certain amount af
goodnen in you, you would not, think yourself so

bad. And you an* unhappy, as yon have told me
I elmo noir, becaun you think all your motives

mo insincere, ur vain, or defective Ul some way.
I BUBfnsc you wish to be happy, and if yon do you

mt'sl i"'i-i: to find sum.* nttefaetion in having
done your ! nt, I have said precisely what I moan,

sa; yon must nut protend to misunderstand me."
"Think yonrself good and you Brill bo happy,"

observed <;!ii*ioii. "Thai is the modern form of

th.- proverb."
" (if (mil-si. it is, and tin* better reason you really

hav* for thinking yourself good, the more real and

last-in/i your happiness will be."
Ghtelerl laGghed to himself and at. himself as

h.* wen! aw.iv fur being so much Impressed as be
e.as by what Laura said. Bal lo* could not deny
that Ihe bnprnslon had boon mad.* and remained
fur some time after he had left her. Then* was a

Healthy common-sense about her mind which wa*

beginning to net upon tho tortuous and often

morbid complications el his own. She seemed to

know tho strufffbi path* and the abort outs to

simple goodness, and never to lui v.* guessed Bl the
labyrinthine ways by whleh ho seemed to Mansell
lo be always trying ta escape from the bngbenr
sent to pursue him by the .lemo-, of self-nitatrnst
ll.* hushed at himself, fur be reulUed how utterly
Impowible it would olwaya bo f.>r him to think ns

sim did. ur to look Upon tho World as she saw it.

Then had been a time when h.* had thonght mon*

plainly, when a womnfl had exert.-.1 a strom; ln-

fiiieneeover him, and when a few good things nnd

a few bad one. had mad" up tho sum of hi* lifo

Hut she was dead nnd ho had changed. Worse

than that, ho hnd fallon. As ho sat in his room

and elane,'.! from time to time at the only lik.anesi

he had nf Bianco Corleone, ho thonght of Bentriee'i
reproach to Dante in tho thirty-Ant canto of tim
.¦ Purgatory":
And yet because tl.«n'rt s-hrinvrt of me In all

Thy ate, and tinlt In later dnvs to mme

Tliuti mayst be Brave, Bearing Hie Siren's vole*

Bow Beep trie se,si of teran aaC i.eur nc aptak.
Bo shalt, thou know that thou iliould'st har* bren

moved
liv my (Lad body In ways opposite.
Nor art nor nature lind the power to tempt thee
With ra.I dellRiit ns tbaI fair linly could

In which I lived-wi*: li sew l< anttenC earth.
And If the UgbSSl Jov wns lost t» ltn*e

ny my young Oath, what Bwrtel Iring thing
siioui'i have Jiad strengtfe to arni, tb** down with ttl

As he repeated tho hist words ho started, fur

they reminded him with painful force of Gtanfort*
Ccmpodonleo's Insulting speech, nnd he detested
himself for oven nllowing tho (hought'tC rrBCS his
initul.fer sltewing hilunit to re*i*e*.it lie'ritriee's
words up to that point. lt wns he who ha
dragged down Maddalena dell' Aimi to bia level.
not sim who had made lum rink to hors. And yet
Campodoflieo hud said almost tho same thinu; as

Wallie,-, and certainly without knowing it. In his
heart he knew that Btenea might have reproached
lim so, but then, deeper Btlll, ho know that tin-

reproach, from hor lips, would have fallen on

hiins. If alum, and would lu-ver hav.; been meant

for Maddalena.
Ghisleri fell to thinking over his own lifo ami

the lives of others, in ono of those black mom's
which sometimes seized him and in which lie be¬
lieved in no ono's motives, fruin his own upward.
In the sonne of ins lonely and hitter meditations,
ha came germs an idea which at first snmed wild
and improbable enough, but which, little by little,
t(,ul> shape as h<* concentrated his attention upon
it, Htirl at hist chafed every nt lmr iiu-niory away
He was not naturally an oversuspicious man, Imf
when hi* suspicions were once roused bc was apt
to go fnr in pursuit of the truth, if the taattei
interested him. Ile ros* and gol ii honk from Ihe
shelves which lined one side of tho wall, and be¬
gan to turn over tho panes rapidly, until he stop¬
ped al tho place he was looking for. He read
three or four paees very carefully twice over hum*
nd urn.'d the volume to its place. ThM he sat
down to think, and did not move for another
qnarter of an hour. At the end of that time he
called his servant.a quiet, hard-working follow
from th.* Abru/zi, who rejoiced in th.* nam.* af
Bonifario.
"Do you happen tc know,*' he n«ked, "if then

was much scarlet fever in the city last winter:' 1
have always wondered how poor Lord Herbert
caught lt."

BoBifaiio had known Lord Herbert, for years,
inst as Donald had known Ghtaleri, for tho two
fiii'iuis 11nei tiftt n made short journeys together,
taking their servants with timm. Tin* Italian
thonent a inn'.* time befon bo gave an snnWer.

** No, Signor. I do not remnah*i bearing thal
tlu-r,- wen many cases. Hut then, I am not la the
wav of knowing, lt may have been."

" You an- a very discroot mon, Bonifario," said
Ghtaleri. "Lord Herbert fell ill on the day after
he had dino.I in t'asa Savelli. Do you think you
could lind ont for BM whether any ono of the ser¬
vants had the scarlet f.-vr at that time?''

.. Perhaps, Signor. 1 will try. I know Qufeeppe,
tim butler, who is a v.-rv "nod person, but who is
not fond of talking. When then is such an ill¬
ness they either send the servants to tin* hospital.
in the I'otiiuTi houses, or elsi! they put thom in an

attie and try not to hd any one know. For the
nat, I win tin what 1 can. Von ny w.-ll. Signor,
Inr it is possible that the blessed soul of the
Milord cooght th.* fever at thc dinner in Casa
Savelli."

"That is what I think," said Ghtaleri. And
he thought a good deal mure also, which he did
mit communicate to his man.

Bonifaslo, as his master said, was discreet.
Ile was al-o very patient and very uncommunica¬
tive, as tho men of tho Abbrfltl often ar«*. I hey
make the b.-st servants when they cub is- not, i,,f.
in addition to tim good tjualittes most of then pas-
sees in ;i grantor or los* degree, they ar.* almost
always physically very strom: mea, thom-li rarely
above middle height, sud often extmmely pule.
Ghtaleri knew that so si on as Bonifario had uny-
t.lng to tell he would tell it without farther
question or reminder.

Several days passed, during which Ghtaleri, who
pain.-tl Strength npidly, begM to resume his for¬
mer mode nt hie, wont to tho dub, saw his Iriends,
and made a few visits. He went more than once
to Maddalena's house mid stay,-I some timo with
her winn he fount) her Blane. Little bf little lu*
fancied that her look was Changing and growing
moro Indifferent. He urag glad cf it. He
Wtahed that he mi'jht hs to her exactly what
sim \v;.s to him. That, indeed, could never he,
mit he wishesl it were possible. I lo
anew that when she ecu*.*.! to love
him altoeetlmr sh.- could navel feel friendly de¬
votion, gratitude) or respect fut him, and In* felt
all three for Inr in ,i far granter demi' than sell,*
could iniaglno. <>n the whole, during that time
their relations were peaceable and altogether un-
.listiiri>eil by tbe fr.-.|>i(>,it illteteaett that had -en

often nearly estranged thom from one another in
earlier days. There was. af course-., un air of con¬
straint about their meetings, more evident in
.Maddalena's manner than in Ghisleri's, and the
latter hardly hoped that this would ever quite
wear off and leave at last a rincon and true

friendship behind it. That was, indee l, tl,.' beal
that could lu- boped for either ol timm, and be
had no tiKht to e\**-et the best, nor anything ap¬
proaching to it.

(ino evening ss ba was dressing for dinner Boni¬
facio gave liim tim news im ile.red. lt hid nol
been easy to extract any wmmunication ob the
subject irom <>M Galsenpe. Ibo SaveHI's batter,
but such as he had at last given waa clear, i nn-

eis.* iunl to tin* point, 'linn' Ii ii been s ease ol
searle! fever in the house. Doun:, Adele's maul
had taken it, ami was inst eonvaleaoenl at the
time when tho Ar.lens dined with Adele nt.-I In-r
husband. The woman's nam.* wns Lucia, and on

falliBg ill she hid beru at mi'" r> move t a dis.
tani room lo tbe upper cart <.f th* palace*. Tl
..as.* had been rather a revere nr,.*. Hubeppe b
lieved, nnd it was only within the last few weeks
lhal .tiela se*»med to have regained her atnngth.
sim was at present Bl Oerano with lmr mtetrem,
but had written t.> the wife of the Savelh's porter
saying timi sim hud bnn dismissed, and was tn

leave at tl.id of Ihe month, and askino fur as¬

sistant'., ii, tin lin., u now pl no. liti'-lii was

satistlcil lur tim present. It wa* quite eleni that
Arden must h,i\i> rangiri th" fever thal killed him
rn suddenlv iii Casa Savelli. Whether Duma
Ideas had in any way rommunicate«| the contagion
was another matter, and not easily l..i leal, Her
Inexplicable nervousness, heginnin-j ibout the time
that Arden fited, might he acronnte for on the
ground that sim was swan "i haviau been the
unintentional cause of his Illness, and fell thal
by :i little precaution sh" migbl hav.* averted the
catastrophe. Tho idea was Constantly pms-nt in
(.hishri's mind, bul it lucked detail and clearness,
and constituted al most a rather strong suspicion.
Of cnurs" if was quite possible, and. considering
Adele's character, mon than likely, fha* sim had
imvor been Bear tim maid during her illness, if
she had nov.-r lind tho scarlet fever herself, it WUS
unite* cert lin. Hut that was a point easily set¬
tled, and was a very important om*.

On tho following day fjhislerl called at th- IV
Isaate Bracelo. The Princess i.i\..,l bin, a* she
always did. with.mt any siuns <,f satisfaction, but
Without marked roldnen. Tn Inr Im was always
"that wild Ghtelerl," and sh.* thoroughly disap-
proved of him. Wishing that h.* would not \jsif
lier daughter so often, Ile ama <iuite swan nf
tho feeling sim entertained Inward him, ntl I wus

always especially csrrful in his conversation with
lmr. In spite <>f lmr long resilience in Rome, as u

Hillman, und among Romans, sim hid remained ol-
together English in natur.*. Laura, Kajdish uti

both sid.*s by lmr birth, had far less "t pnjudiee
than hor mother, and was altocether rimre nf n

Cosmopolitan in every way. <>n the pr. "-tit nooa-

si'.n Ghlsleii lcd tim cnnvenation si as io sp" il;
nf hor. Ile begun by BB.Mg tho Princes* wlmre
she hersedf meant t.» spend tho summer, and
whether she Intended to .". with Inr daughter.
"I hope to lu* with her a neal part of tim time,"

she answered. "I do not like t.. think ol ln*r aa
travelling about the world ainu... Indeed, I .1
nut at all approve of lier living without a <¦ inv

panton, sa she insists upon doing She is far too
roung, and people sn tai t"i ready to talk about
her."
"She luis such wonderful dignity," answer.'I

(,lii-l.*ii. "thal sim could do with impimi ti what
most woo*en could not du si all. lissi les. h>*r
mourning protects her for Ihe present, and Ker
child. sim is looking wonderfully well.do you
not think sn?"

."Yes, When otu* thinks of all she has suffered
it i- amusing. Hui she hu- alway* slnna."

" I should sm,j, .-¦ s, An) one else Mould 1 ave
ram-ht tim scarlet fever "

" \s for ihai " said tim Princes*, unsuspiciously,
"pi".ni" r.dr.lv have it twice"

" sim luis hail it. tl."
"Oh, yes. |totb tim girls ha it rit flu* Mitt*

timo, when they wer.* little thins**. I«*t ni.- see.
I.tin must have i.n s,*, var* old then. Titer
h:id it rather lanily. and I remember being terri¬
bly ;itl\i'i ;s iib,,ut tl,,"ll.''

"I se.'," answete* I'hisleri, tareV*m\y, '"That
BCConntS for it Hut to go liaek tn what iv.* Weri

.ncukina "f I won ler that l.nh Herlierl d'rs not

.oem! tin- summer with you at Uerau*), if y.
then a* usual

"I dn tint think ah" will eu'i'tif fi that.' Bald
tim Princess, rather coldly. "Site ny* sh.* pre.
1. rs tl, ii mirth fi-r th., baby. It i< unite tri'* thsl
it i- often verv hut :it < leran*

"Doini., Adele was gi "i monah tn ask ***'* to
ra out and *i*"iid a dav or two while she i- then
lt must be mtv pl'ii-.int J ist tii.v. in the sj,rm
weather."

" Why do you ti"t go?" sske-1 tim Princeaa with
moro warmth, for abe pnfernd that OhisWi
alu,ii ll be when* te oonbl n«it see Laura everyday,
HM si,,' ls lie',,-,| lie OOM 'lld " V »U W " ll be "I

lng them both :i kindness. Poor Adele was oblige*]
f,, e., to the country sgnlnst In-r will she is ,.

snell . terribly nervous sta!" I nail*, ri ti -r

know what tn male* ol lt
"What news hav.* you nf her?" in mir" I Gbis

tari, in B tone of polite lolkitude, " ls she at .ill
better?"

" Sim wvc* >. tf.-r aft.-r tho llr-t f. W days. 'I lu n

it appear* that *eh** bad a Itiaht- I do ii"! uuite
understand In,w it WBf lr.in whit l'r r le
ts my bush.id.bul it .nt- lo have i» *n one of
tho.dd a c. i.-nis nptit ni 111 u-i ni-*. I suppose
which sometimes terrify people
"How very unfortunate! Wi,at dil alie fane1

sim kiw ?"
"It wm ii- id. "( eournl" answer" I the Prin

essa, wini had nu -iai''iijl reason foi b Ina r ti.n

'ii the subject. "It annis that there- .¦.¦¦!- -i blue
i lt,ak nf lmr* heaving aomewtem In ber dre**
ro'itn -af a window. I believe and -Im went ri

suddenly very early in flu* m.'inr.' linton if wa*

unite broad daylight, anl took tim cloak f"r a
'nan. In l;i,i she thought it ara* pout dear Wir,
Von know lm always used t" wear blue -i

'h'tlm- Irnie.. o suv it liiiii- ll alfi r.v.n I and
Mys thal it was extraordinarily bk". Hit I in

not umtentond hon anyone in theil Ben**** could
be deceived In ll,at way, Adele i. dread illy over-
Mrronght and imaainstive. Rim lia- daneed t""

much this winier, I suppose
When Ohisleri went away le* was slmosl quit*

persuaded that Adele was eon-iou- ni having
communicated tba fever to Ard.-n. <»r ronrse, ll
might all ls- timi,, coincidence, bul to bini tim ev|
ilene,. se,'ir,e'| strolls'. Ile Wrote a fl"t'' to Vb>le,
asking whether he might avail himself of her In
intat ion, and spend a dav si Oerano, Her sn
ewer cann- by return of post, bearing bim to e.,m..

Bf 'ii'**, and to stav a- long :i" possible, 'I ie'

handwriting wa*so illegible that he ha i somedlffl-
cnlty in reading it. To Jud.'" from that, at least,
Adele was li', letter.

Before toavina Rome, Im tho;:nhl it !,"-t f,, in
form Laura of his intended visit ll" ha i never
spoken of In-r stepsister in a sm] tc mal,' bet s'tn
P<H-e that h.. 'li-iik"'! h.r. Hui I.nir.i knew very
wi-ll what prut !"¦ li,ol played at tl," time when
Ail,-I" was spreading s1anib*nua reports, for bet
mother hal repeated the sion precisely as the
Prince bs I told it to her. <.hisi"ii, of course, was
tint aware ni tin-, f,,r Arden hi not moot ion.
the lllHlter tn liim, unless hi- ref'T'lie" to tl" ..!m-

inies he and Laura had in Rome, darin, the la-t
,,t:v.-1-riti<>ii he bad with lu- friend, cul,I h.* taken
as Implying that Ghisterl knew as much as ne
liitn-elf. lilt in rmv case, he ams sun thal Laura
wonhl bo surprised at his going to Gorrinn, even
for a day. and it wa* better t" warn her before
hand, and if possible give lmr some !¦ i- mable
explanation of Ins eonduet. He rho-" to refer ins

Vb*it iif ntiee t'' moll vi-M ol euiu.sitv, t nether
with a natural desire ta breathe. Ihe purer air of
the country, now that Im iras Bble t" make tie-
short tourney wiih..ut fatigue nr ilangrr.

"I hav** never his-n to fterano," Im addad, " It
is said to be a wonderful place.one <>f the tines!
mediaeval castles, in this part af tim world, I
really wish to seo lt.they say th" air D unod.
and sim.* Donna Adele 1- so good as tn ask me, I
shall go."

'.Von would s.'.* it better if you mnl winn my
mother and stepfather ar.- then. Ile would show
.vim everything uni sive you all s"it- ..i historical
details which Adel-- hu- forgotten and which Fran-
eesco naver knew.'1
"Nu doubt, but thor,, ia one objection," on*

sweted Ghtelerl. "They Imve never asked in"

I nm not a favorite with flu* Princess, 1 nm snr.'

you know that.''
"Sim thinks rofl aro very will." said Laura,

with n smile. 'Sim disapprove* nf you mi mon,
grounds-not at till in th"-way I used to-rind still
do, sometimes," him added, incautiously.

"Still?"
"Oh, it is very foolish 1 Do not tall- shoot if.

When ure you going .mt ?"
L'rura had undenlai ly felt n sudden return nf

her old distrust iii him. when sh" bail heard nf Ibe
vi-it it nmg natural enough thai she sh,mid.
considering what she know sim suspected some
new ami tortoni '"\"|,,t-iient nf hi- character, mi'!
would hav- Instinctive!*, drawn back from tlie
intimacy .-lie f»'.t. waa vriwii. . up be-twccn him and
'-rs.-lf. ind sim i,,,t hy experience found mit tint

-lie might *><. .;iili* \\r"iu .-built him ;.|f,,r :,||
she tried, at tho ptesent jenctun, tu shake ..if the
Benntion winn wis bow far 'note distasteful t.
h.*r than it had formerly '.n, in proportion bs
she had fancied that fin* in.!"i'*t.",.| him Itetter.
lint she eonld n"t altogethei mk..!. lt was tm.
strange, in h.-r oplnloo, that Im shoal i willingly
be Adele's guest, and put hlmaelf under oven a

slight obligation t» her If showed, -.,.. thought,
how Individual views could ditter in regard t,i
friendship She was even rather inrtwised to timi
thnt sim was askin- hernlf whether, if Rianforte
.uni christina Csmpodnniro possessed a habitable
'astle and invited h.-r to stop with them, sh" would
acceapt, conaiderins tba' lli-infoitc had aim,,st
killed her husband's best friend. She unhesitat¬
ingly derided that sh" would not, .md resented
tJlii-leri's willingnen to receive hnsnittlity from
nile WtH*, as |,e well kunu, hui fmillv s| ,,,, |,.,,.
both Ai'bii and herself. lb-r doubt* w a.rtuln-
ly Justifiable to a certain extent, lint tin, * wu
m. immediate probability that they would b*

... ,,.,.,.,.., ,,.-, ve,inn,it io,unen,no. . "i ine other I
I,nnd In. natural obstinacy of purlins' when rinon
Billed into play wa* such us gol t« leave* tin* small.
,et heattatlun in his mind between doing what fa
hail ntrternrined to do, or not doini it, whaa he
hail .in!*.' made up his mind, Irnapaettva of marnte-
quences. Jluvlug lost sight of the virtue of con-

stancy, ha elnng to a vicious Bbetlnney a- a sub-
,tinit"- rilAl'TKH XVIII.

wimii Adda bcd ttaA Padra Bonnventura's let¬
ter twtoe over and had rnUxod its .saning, sim
behaved like B |»*rsoii »tumieil hy an aetaal bbnv.
Mn* sink into tin* Beareri chair, atterty overcome.
sin* bad bandy the presence <>f mind to tear np tha
-ii.-'T of paper teto minute shreds, which sim
gathered ali in one hand, until sim could find
rtrcngth lo scatter them out of tho window. Tba
position was s t*t*rrlbte one indeed, ami f,,r a long
ttiim slir was unable 10 think eoliimcteilly annul
it, ur of BBythlag else. Bul for the tum Bights <-f
sound sl"-'i» she had ¦¦ .f by tsking the chloral she
nins*; inevitably hui" brokcfl down. As to was,
lei itrong constitution had asserted iis.'li bo boob
;is sin* had l""-'ii abte to rot, ami she \V,|s |..iier
bIiIi in iii.a-t tins new anl teal trimble than sli"
had I.ll tn fae" tim ililli'.' ina ry hoi rill ni ||i-|l,"lt
Arden's Brenner, in lmr dnnlng-room. But even
so, ball an hour etej ted befon alie was ante to
ii-.- irom her aeat. Sim tn-s".! the rtcrap* ol paper
out rn tho w?ndow and watched th, in aa thc wind
ciiased tiie-in in all dim-tions, upw-jtd and down-
w.iiai, upon the .a-il" wall. Then ali at once .-h.*
began to think, and lmr brain seemed to act with
au accuracy and directness it had never had b?fora.

Lither tim tetter had .teen opened in thc house
or al the pnstulli.'.'. lt could not have been
opened lp Koine, or Bl least the probabilities wen
.rtnniisl.v against -nell un hypothesis, lt waa
-eui. -Iv Illili'.* li ti thal the man af the (."iain.

p. s'oiiie,- should hiive ventureil t,, tamper with u

,s,'iii",i envelope eomihg from Ihe castte, nnd for
whoh h" hui given a nnipt befon laking charge
ni it. Il" POUld lint hiv" tim smallest j' teitsf
in reading Donna .dele's enrrespundean and he
had everything to b,s" ii ho wen eatight. He
would .'"ifii'ily not huve supposed lhal sin* or bet
lui-i.iiml, having but lately left the city, wen
si-ri'lnii.' back a sum ol money in notes hire;"
enough to make it worth his while tu incur such
a risk, lu other words, the theft had h",»-i <'>>m-

mitti'tl in tin* liniise, ami no one bul Lucia could
have been th.* thiel. teUcls hal I.n summarily
dismissed; Lucia wu* the only savant in the n
tublishmenl who had serious cause for discontent;
Luria had guessed from the address that til** letter
contained rai.thins, at least ul tim nature ol a
.ni.l.--:n::. and had r.'d.. I tn li dd bel mistress
in her p..wa r. Moreover, if was poralblr.-barely
possible.timi I.mia knew something ob***. In
any case, sh" had read everj word A.I.I" hud
written with lier own hand, anl .d. lu knew very
well why th" woman had t*ot returneil th«* sheets
to tin* envelope ait--r mastering their contents.
She was utterly, ho|ietes*ly ami entirely in Lucia's
power, lite maid would ga from her t" a new
aituation, and wherover sh" might he would
alway* lie able to control Donna Adele's Ute by
mendy throatoniag to betray winn sh,* knew t.,

tim person ni persons concerned,
Ad I" tell thal her coura .> wa- almost failing

h. ill fi I- ,-\l|.:iiitv, at :i tlllm When -h" tte*' led
more than she had evei p, -.I Anl yet it
wa. I,,-, .--.un t,, act promptly, for the maid might
i" .ui noa lie eniraglng henri I with -om" om- ..ls**

i.m.. what might, sh.- must never leave . u-.i

Sa., iii. ii it cost \.!. I" all the mon.", sin* could
bi'.- ,,i hoi tmaban di Isirrow ol lmr father lo
ke.;, the v..un.wi With her. :r-t ol all. li'i'A "\"l.
sh-- must I-* sin sou." sort of romp sun, lest Luria
ihotiiil stispet't that the p,st had biought her new-*
ol the l.,s- ,,i tb" ib" un."it. She looked at h«*l
-¦.ll in th" r:la-s and scrutinized every tetitun af

t'litii'1'. Sb.- was \ \ pate, bul otherwise wa*

bMikitit- tetter tl nu ti*, da.i: r Nov kin I ol
ant, bs si .¦ i.n ... - .nt ibe Mood to hat fa In

a I".*.- minni -s, ul 'I -i .. na thut \*. hat slie ne le* I
was httl" color. V t"a-i""mini ol Ik'ttedictine
cm il, ol which sh,, hud a -mall fl.il. in In-r
dre -i'i'-.i-", was enotiuli Iii produce* the desired
effect, Ru* doctor lal fnitimrl. nrommendod lmr
t,, t.,i e it Iiefore .m. t i sleep, I ni ste' did ti"t

i -. and tho Ila-,, wa- almost full,
She Bat*, ir- til" mirror thal the result mae pcrfet I
Iv -nt t-f.i, ti.r". a- <l wind -!". .:'. last nmf h.-r
husband he r t .«. t that lo-r appearance \\a-

\ >i \ mu, li iii),i m-,1
"I ie*, i .ii i.-f','i ." .1."-.claimed, knoa

lng thal sin* wa- spoaklnir the* Uni s*ohls >.f fl

Ij whl. li would ri all |,i";iai'ility have to be
|ilu'.".i ('urine tlie n-st ol her Ute I slw >.' - sal
that if they would only give bm* something to
luake ri" -1' "|i I should get *¦*.. Il at imn."

M..- fked lin o that day, ai tl bi sn almost
superhuman effort kept up appearance* until bed¬
time, even succeeding: in eat nu :i moderately ab in¬
ila ut iii.mt lliat iiixbt *Im* told Luria that, on

liote, she would pnfet to I,.- p her, lhal alie
hail alway* lieen mon limn satisfied with In-r
s> \ I¦...«, and that if sh" ban suddenlj tell nu

M to ber it v\.« th,- result .-i the extreme
- iffi'rt il ot late Now that

-I," rould -l."i>. she r--ali/e,| Iiom unkind she had
le n Luria l,".mi u than!,.tl l,.a, and said that
she hn|s"l tn ll*.,* .Hld di" III lim -I\l " III til*
lintel .-.,.'M. ut Varna Savelli. Tlicroupon Adele
th,uk.-I in-r. mid vert -M .-'I', that she mus :.

....I ,r! ami wolli I some tiny ," rewarded by
bus i. a d "lid. d I", un lng her

s 'i - S i- rcll.it."1 (hal tn '.iv* Imf mon
. IiHik bu.* th" Intoning "t a cotine of

¦l thal to -i'" nothing might be con¬

strued a-* i.io'.-'.oii'a. limn tlie bur ..I ¦M'cming to
l.ii*'.

Ihe second dav could nol be birder than the
,-'. rebe -nd to h.i-.lt. as -!m *walloW«eJ her

chlnral ami hud Li head upon Ihe pillow, tn .-

read to sleep iv th,- nurse Sim shpt. Indeed,
thal night, t-iit not so *.*..-il me bet. !.. an ->h»

iwi<e, each limn with a -'art, sud with the
unit,. .a thal Luria waa reoltiug th" colitenta
ul the |..st letter la I.,, .ta Arden rind ;i whole
f ,.,ii,f,l "I the hitter'- Irmn ls

I niter Ihe eir< m,.i.¦*, she be*havei1 with o
,,,'i,... and ii"'"i nu', ii ."'! ii'ltnir.ib|e in them
¦telveti tem women ¦¦ lld li»ve borne* tl," eon-taut

-train upon tim faculties at all, -till f,\\"i after
- leh lilli--- a- sh" hs -u!l"i"d Hut she was

\.-Tv strom/, thangi.ntl,inn which af-
f.-, ti.I lier feelings ami thniiifhts t> ,i.t..i u| ,u h.-r

physical nature is ., i, tbl/ics never can rn !....

nervotisli ugnnlzi-il cunstitutiuns. She lion the
\. motet ins uiivi"i\ altont the lust confession Ind

t"i than th,- shadow*, fear >.f the supernatural
it'll haunt.-! h< r In the h,, ir- ol the night

<>:i the tim .11\ she ls '-l hoi husband lo in
crease the d.,*.. ,,f chloral In a very small iiuantity,
.ur that il niilj sin.II -!""|> We'll |..r a tulloh
week -I," wool I tia-ii bo sn much better as t,, b*
able to give it up Bltogethei Savelli li -*.f.tt«-.l
and at tesl ronnntid. Since* die had -,.,¦!.,,I sa

much iiini" i|iiii*t I** di .¦ni'-'i B r'-iiirii "I lui
former state, for he wus a ma>*' .«ln> tev«*d hi-
feme ali I hated ev.-nthtii which i!isf'i|l"',l 11

I h.- doctor had particularly cautteite,! him to
ke.p tl,,- chloral put awaj in a safe platy, warning
lia.-. , tlilit the ma "iit\ "I |.|s,,i,- who look
u -non i,<.(...n to !. "I a rravina foi it i" larger
¦liinnlities, wi,, l, must re l.-.-U. I t,, nvold th*
ti-k of conshterable tterangi- '.. the health In th*
event <.i it- Iteeoming a habit lr wa** ait.-r all
only fl palliate,' .'. he -aid. and iiiui,1 ii!"\i-r I"' ex¬

pected to Work B rtir.i lb" "l m's !-\'¦ pt as :,n

nelli, if means t,. n u*.I result Francesco kepi
tl.- bottle ju hbi drenirg-bag, which remained in
Ins own room and was lilted with a paton! lock
He yielded to Adele's rollies! mi tl,, lit-t oe

enslon nnd abe wenl with him ns lu* took the
f I,.-- hack lo -fl"ll':tl,"ll the tl,,-" V~hj .1" .Mill

keep it locked up?" -I-* -nd. "Do ymi suppose-
I would v" and take it without consulting you?"
"The dn.tor told nm t.. h.- careful of it.- he

answered. "Tlie avrvanta might tr*, i dose of it
nut ul curiosity." Il" t".-k what li.Il*id->t*t>d

e.sirv and locked th" bu,; I ,aiu, ntumil jj the
k.-v to his pocket.

I".-,, ,,r three days passed i:i thi* whj*. Adele
i,." ac ta feel thal she longed for tim night and
tl,,- soothing influence ..f th,, ehlonl, a- bIio |md
loin,"liv I"' l"'.l Inr list ll.'lit ti. ll ti." Illl-"l'.\ nf
th.* dark hours The days wen now mal" ilmost
int I. i;ible for her hy tim rertslnty that Int maid
knew Imi secret, and by tl," ni ram-it) for ti--.r*.,

th,* unman with r*ons|ilcrntion. Wi she could do
t'othiii'.'. ami s|.. knew thal ste* never cou bl du
un\ thin:' to b-s-eii her OWB aiivi"t\ as I. .»,-.- .,- sh.-

lived, si,., was mu, h alone, loo, during tin* da;
She walked nr drove wWh her husband ilurlng two
,,r fhn* hann lo the Bfternoo bul the real >.!
th" tim.' hnu!.' Idly ob hoi hands, lt i* true Hint
in- -< clety wa- not very congenial, anil under ordl
mm eniul Itiona she would rather Imv.* bnfl left
ainu., than have bt*en .,bli*r."l t.. talk with him At

present, however, -h" thought ten when she wa-

with him, and that was :, gala nol te he despised
sim had quite forgotten that she bsd ask-,1
Rhislerl to rome mil and ^jh-h.I a day or two. when
his m.te came, nmtedlnc her ut tim invitation
ami asking ii h" dill might accept it Ftrahcescn
lik.-l him. as most men did. nnd was -hid thal
air. mw* should anneal te vary tim monotony of
Hi,, duli roontrv l'f* with a little rift, talk lb-
hath* her write to Ptetn lo rom* ;i",i Btiy as long
na he pb iis.si. if -im l. i-.-li and lu han him
She e,.[mealed lmr satUfnetloB well enourii to make
Pranresr suppose Hint sh" \, i-'in-l th.st t,,
um" fur hi* s:tl.<- rath'-r lb*n lm> na "

Rhlsterl -tatted early, laking hi* servant with
him, rind rene'i.-I ("Tann in time fnr tim BltdduV
breskfast. Franc«*sco Savelli i.iv,-1 him with
(uii-iii"i.ii I- rnthuslsstlT, and Adele's habttuillt
rather lor,."! smile became mon natural. Ililli
felt in diffeveni ways that tim presence nf a third
person was a nltef, and would have teen dellaht-
"l to t,,"i\e a ter Ins agneahte man than th,-ir
present "H.*-'. 'I'lmv overwhelmed him with Ques¬
tion* about limn" and their friend >.

"I if c.,nts,- you have seen even'hody nnd he tr.I
everything, noa thal yea an so much better,"
said Add... :i- ihey -at down f.. breakfast in the
\:inii".| dining-room "You must t.*n me every¬
thing .von know. Vf* an buried olive out lien,
and only know i little nf what licppens throuih
the papers, How an Ihey all? Ilnvo you sam

lama again, sod how i-> the baby' M\ stop-
mother writ.-a that sh" is aoing to r-pond lite -um

mi'r with timm in muu plan ,,r pl ie ., unknown,
I never thought ot lmr as a grandmother wheu my
own children wen burn ni eonrm sh.* is not my
motte*r, but it us-sl to .a.'.-m inst th,, mme. What
i- llomptern doing And Marbi ISoccapaduIl? I
am dying to Imn all about it ¦

Ghiateri laiiuho'l at the multitude nf queatloas
*>'hioli followed each other alinust without ;ibi'<-ath-
IngBBaqj between thom.
.Donna Maria umnld have som yim ).,, tetra if
*n« hail known that I was eominu lo GeniM," ho
answered. "As for Ikimplorre, ha is an in»cruta-
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bte mlxtnra nf devotion and fickleness. Ile at¬
tach"- himself I-, th.- new without detanhlBa him¬
self from th.. oW. H.- worships both th" earthly
and th" Olympian Venns. Ih- i- ii Rood fellow,
little llmiipii'ii", and I like him. hut it is impos-
i*!Tile for aiiv tuan t adore women nt the nit" of
Bil nt ii tini". I begin to think that h<* must he
ri very iteep chancier."

'.'ihat i- the hist tin,,"; I should say of bim,
observed Savelli, who wat deficient in tim Benae of
humor,

How literal vu ar", Franc"-.* ,,'' laughed his
wife. "Ami ymir- If. Chi.-leri .tell Bs about your¬
self. Ar.* vu quite weil Basin? Von -till look
dreadfully thia, 'mt you I.mk better thin when I
saw i mi last, what don vour doctor say '.'"

" Ile say- that ii I do not happen to catch edi,
or have :i choking lit. nr a tough, or any of
li ft > things h" nam"-, uni ii 1 do not chance 11

gel -Imf in th" -ame place again, in tho eoum "f
a year rn two I may h.- as -'',"'1 BIBB ns ever. If

|.|p.-.n - that I have a good Constitution. I always
supposed so, because I never had anything ths
matter is uh ne, an tai a* I know

" Nn nu,, ui 11.",. 'uniive I'ian forte !" exclaimed
Adel". "Ir y.u had tlbri, h- WOl'.ld hav.* had t,,

go anny forever. Everybody says ho was utterly
in ti.- wrong."

..'ih,. matter is settled,'' said Ghtelerl, "and I
do not think either nt ii- nnd have anything t<<
*.iv .a1,i,ut tl.tiler's conduct in th" adair, I

suppose >..ii !,;.¦.. heard that ile- Ministry has
fallen," h.- .¦ ntlnticd, turning t,, Ravelll, "Yes
tertl iy afternoon th" old story, of .'mira" -finance."

"For Ih .'"i's sake d', aol benin t" talk poli¬
tics itt this hoar." protested Add" "To-night,
*\ lon I im asleep, v eau smoke nil th * rican in
th.* bonn, nnd reconstitute .> doxon Ministries if
you like. I want t.. hear all al".ut my fri»n ls.
Voil hu ve not t"I ni" hall enough \<"t."

When -hil! I bette? Ah. hv th" bye, then
ia an <.!,_..¦¦..n.*iit. I hear. I hav.- tint l"ft Cards
i" a. if i- i,,,t nBlci ii I Pietrasunta and Dinna
fiwendslina Fraoglpanl.ntiict an odd match, is
it not ."

** Picfrasantu!" exclaimed Artel*. '.Wno wotiM
l.i\,. Ihoughl that: Anl Gwendalina, "f all peo¬
ple! lint th", will utiirve. my dour (thisterl: they
will posit Ivii j nol ia.,- twenty thousand fruBBs n
your between them

"No," -ail Savelli, "you ur-* unit.* flight, mv

dear.twelve seventeen-eitrhteen thouauud live
huii'ii'"!. almost exactly."

Savelli wa- Intimately aei-nalnted with tho
aflalrs nt hi- friem!-*. and both parties w>r.> re-
lated tn liim in til" pl'.'s'lit oas" ll" pride I lll'll-
s. If upon his extreme exactness about all questlona
rn monet

Sm they tulki'.! ami gonipped tlimn .'limit
th,- ni".il lilitsterl knew just what sort "f
news most amused his hostess, and a- usual li"
-I,, .....¦¦!. d in redline hoi Ihe truth about things
nnd people without saying anything spiteful <>f
.mv one Me had r*..Im-1. too, that h.- Would
mah" himself espeeinlly asreeable tn tin* couple in

thmr voluntary exile. Ile hil come with a nt
purpoer, un ne meant *.> exeente it if pnsaibte.
As h.- wis evidently imf yet -ti ''ii:. Savelli pr<>-
i-"l that they should drive Instead "t walking.
. ihish-ri seeeiled readily, though h.* would have
pnfernd tn st,iv nt burne after having travelled
nearly tbirtv mil"- in a jolting carri.ae during the
morning. The sensation of physical fatigue which
I... constant!) e*xperiencoe| since h.. had been sroun I-
c<l was n,,\\ tn him ami ii"t at all pleasant.

S thing "t atv importance occurred during tho
afternoon. The conversation ..linnet*] li, much
th.* mme way a* it had liegim at breakfast. Inter**
-|M'rs,',i with remarks atenil a.ricultun and the
probabilities "t crop* Savelli umtentood thr
nnannial -id-* ni farming bettor than Ohlsleri. btit
the latter had a much n,"r,' ; rai lie tl a* lunintaBce
with the capnbililles of lilferent wrts ol lan I.

\r, 'I.,', hail returned t. the castle, Francesco
l.'it t.hi-l.ri with !n- *.*.if" lu tl." drawln-.-room,
and went off lo his n»i, quarters to talk (with the*
stewtinl .I the estate Tea was served, but Pietro
noticed ti,..! V'l.l" did nol take any.

"I suppose yoll ar" ali.nd fi it if w llb! keep
von awake al ni ht,"he n irkini, "How ls your
ni- ioma I bi you -I" .;> at all .'"

| am irettin« .|iiit" well titrate," Adele .m-

sui'iC'l "Voil know I al a iv- tdd ymi that I
iie,"l,',| soitinthinK reallj -tin", t" mik' rn* steep.
The doctor hus given na* chloral, and I ne*, -r wake
np befon elubl or nine o'clock. It i- i wonder-
f;il li "do ill"

"Ins 'iiiui i- one nf th" most una'*, o ititii'.le
thine"*," -o"l (ihislrri, in B t.i,titi\,. ti ii". "I
knew a mun in I'onstantinopl'* *.*.iii told me th it

it one time lie never slept it nil .'. r thr.- month*
ho litonllv could not lose cons iotisness for a mo¬

ment I Is'lieve h" sullen' I liorii il)*, Hut th" tl,
he hal som thing on li- mind ut Ihe time windi
a.unt.'.I for ii io a certain evte it

"

suppose* he had l"-t in ii-, or Binx'thing »f
that kind," conjectured A lele, brining two lumps
ol sim ir In u glass nf water.

.N... it was ni i, h ta i-,* than that. Ile had B0-
eidentiilly kill-"! his ne-f Intimate friend mi a

si.iin exp. ilium in the Itel tra e fiinBt."
flhlslcrl heard tlie spoon rattle sharply against

the glass, as Vdele's hand shook, ami he -nw that
she lent down lier I.I min Uv, pretending t>>
watch tl"' lumps of sui sr bs they slowlx dlseolvod,
"How terrible!" she exclaimed, in a !>,-. voice
"Yes," .,n.\.i,l tihislcri, in the sam Indiffer¬

ent tone, "Itel ir rou will believe it. he hail th*
eiiiir:'.,. tn refuse chloral, '>r any s >rr of steeping
.lian.ht. thouab h.- often sat up reading all night,
ll,, had i>". ii tobi, yo i se**, tint tte* habit of such
thin -< was math mon dangerous than imnmni.i
Itself, lind h" « is ultimiiteb ,i- | hy lukin,: s
L'f. at .hal "I .'N-'l'i-.' Ile lia ;;n e\tr I. I lltl'ir.V
force nf will. 1 '"li."," h" Im never fell any
had effect from what he endured, Von know on-*
iain int uneal t. anything laook at th.- people
who starve m public ter forty days anl uu not'
die."
"We shall s".> Pietrasunta and hi- wi*,, doing

that for the in vt t irh yean." mid Adele, arith s
tolerably natural laugh " I'ln-v ought to j.o int..
training us soon as possible ii they mean t.< h..

Ijupp*, 'll,.", soy nothing apolU the b*ni|*er like
hunger. Wen you i*\er near bring starved t»
deafli nu an*, ,.! your travels, tihi-lri '''

"N..; I never i;"t further than being obliged to
li\e nn nothing bul leam and bad water for nine
dsys. Thal wa- i| lite (ur enough, though. I get
thin, nnd I have never eaten heans ali.

"I do ii"t wonder. Fancy ruting '.".ms for
ii".ii!\ a fortnight, I should have died. And
when was it:' Were you impii-,,,,,,,! for a sp-, lu
Smith America:' Uno nevn Knows what may .,r

may nol have happened t>, you -you ;rr,' such mi

unaccountable man I"
"That never happened to me, If was ut sen,

I tonk it Into my Ina I t,.::.. t.> Sardinia in a small
vessel timi was miling from Amalfi with b cargo
ni i.*aiis in brinn hues Sardinian wine, We wen
becalmed, .md «'.t abort "t provlol ms, sn thal are
i"ll hack on the beans. They kept u* alive, but 1
would rath, r not try it again."
.What endless adventures you hav,* had! How

tiuii" this society life nf oun must Beam to yea
after whal you have been accustomed tal Hour
cnn you endura it'.'"

"' lt is in-vcr very hurd to put up with what imo

likes," answered Ghtaleri, "nor evan to endura
what, one dislikes for the sake of sot.ebodjr to
whom on.* is attached."

"If any OBS else saul that lt Would sound like
a platitude. Hut with you it is .mite dlffemnt.
One feels that you mean all \<>i say.**

Adel,- was evidently ttelermined to be compli¬
mentary, ami evea man than complimentary, to¬
day. She was never cold <>r al all unfriendly willi
Ohlsleri, whom she liked ami admired, and whom
sh,, always hoped te sen ultimate*!*, est.iblishe, I as
;, permanent mi*mher of her owb immediate circle,
bul he did not remember thal site hud ever talked
exactly ss abe was talking now, and he attribute i
Im manner t<> lier nervousness. Ile tuBghed care¬
lessly at her last remark.

.'I um not used ta such goad treatment," lie
said, "though I never eau und.-r-laml why people
take the trouble to doubt one'a word. It is so

uni' ii cauter to believe everything.so much less
tl, Jillie

"I sboubl imt have thongbl that jrou \M-n- a
verj .a'd linus person," ananend Anew. "Von
have had too mu, li e\poi icli.'i' for thill."

" Kxpericnoe do** nol always menu dirillnnloa>
mont Qm may lind out thal there arr* honest
IKuple na- \\,.|| as disholi.-st in th" world."

Ii Lu urn, Anion bud boen present she would

mve been moro than ever inclined to distrust
ibtelsri Just then. She would have wondered
vbut possessed bim to make bim say things so
ny diilerent from those he generally said to her.
Vs a inattpr of fuof, he wished Adele*to trust him,
ur .-special reasons, and he km?w her weil enough
0 jmlg.. how bis speeches would affect her. She
tad etrayed herself to him a few miqufos earlier
ifid h.* desired to effiieo the impression in her
nlnd before leading lmr into anotlior trap.
"Do you think the world is such a very goodlian?" sh.* BB.sd. - Have you lound it so?
"lt is often very unjustly abused bv thon

'ho live in it.as they are themselves hy their
Heads. Belief an tho one sid..* must mcaii dlsbe-
iefOB tho other."
Thia tim-* Adele gBVB no sien of bein? touched

ty tho thrust. She was too much accustomed to
vhsfever sensations she experienced when acri-
hntiil or Intentional raferance w;m made to her
istoBishiag talent of gossip.

" As for that," she faaiil ejuite naturallv, "every
mt* talks about every one else, and tams thinzs
in trna just as some an* uti, lt we di 1 not talk
1 people how should ure make conversion? ff
rould h.- quite Impossible. I am sun*:"
"Oil, nf Bourse. Hut if th'*!.* is to be that sort

>f Oonvenntton if can always take thc form of a
liscumion, and one cnn pul ana's self on the
ii;lif side ii'.m th" beginning just as eaally as not.
t sav,-M s. much trouble afterward. Ihe person
vim is always mi th,* wrong side te general!** the
n- about whom the otlien am triking. If wo
nuld hear a tenth of what is said about ouratluug
laney nm sh,mid be very uncomfortnbte."
" Yea, indeed. Reen our servants.think how

hey must illili-** us!"'
" Mo doubt. Hut thy lure a BCUOtiBUl advaa-

ise over us jn that wav. When they nully know
nything particularly acandaloua about tis they
an convert it Into rend* m..ney.''
teiusii-ii lind not the least knwatten el aanvty*.

ug any hidden meaning by bia words, far ne w-as
if curse ooniplotely in iirn"ranc>> of the oeeur-
"fio.> which ha I disturb"!! Adele's whole life mon
han any Other Hitherto. Hut he noficeel rhnrshe
-.'titi bent »,\.r ber -hiss and looked into it,
hough thosugsr was by this time juite dissolved.
I.i haul -hook ;i huh* as she moved the spoon
limit in th" sweetened water. Then she draak a
it ti.- ind dmr a long breath.
"Tn,it is always a most di-azreoablo position,"

ho said boldly. " We wore talking about it the
flmr day. I wish you had Item there. <'onr>'^3*»
rae trill.a a fm-einner -Prince DurukofT, I thin-nt
rna.the old story of haw Prtnee Monternrebi was

nurdered by Ins own librarian beeanaa lie would
mt say the maa a sam af Btoney in tho way of
itee,.mail. Vmi know it, of eo.mt. The two farai-
i's. th" MmitevarohI and the Pnrurineuea, kept it
.¦ry quiet and no one ever knew all the details
Some people say that San tiiaclnto killed the li-
.rantin, ami some say that tin* librarian killed
linise'lf. That is n<> matter. What would you
lave don*? That i* the question. Would you
iave paid th" money in the hope of silencing the
nan f Or would you have refuse*el as the» old Prince
lid? GrOUacbe said that ir was always a \istako
u \i"l.i. and that Mbntevarehi did quite ri-zlit.*'
(ihtsteri conaidep'd Tlie matter a few moments

lefnre he save an answer. Ile was almost sun
ty this time that she actually found herself in
ntjio such position as she described, and that shs
.ally needed advice. It was characteristic of tha
nan who had t*.*e>n Irving to Basks her betray her-
i'lf ami had suceeeded beyond his expes-tation,
hal h" was unwilling to nive her siiCah counsel as
sight load to her owb ilestructten. In his oom-

'lieated code that aroutd have suv ore. | sf freich-
rv. lb* suddenly withdrew into himself aa it
nra, and tried to look at th.* matter objectively,
s an outsider.
" It is s nm-' difficult question to answer." he.

aid at last. "I have often heard it discussed,
f yon san f..r my sam peraonml opinion I will
ive it to you. It seem* to nie that in BUeh cases
tn* should be guided bv elrenmstehces is they
ri-", bot that one eui fellow '.cry safely a sort
f general rule. If the blackmailer, as I eau the
tenon In possess!on of the anent, has any po*i-
ive pr.».f. such aa a written document, or any
tier object of Ihe kind, without which he or she
auld uot provo rh,» accusation, anti if the aesaan*
lon is really of ;t serious nature, thea I think it
rould be wiser t>. buy the thing, whatever lt is,
t any pri'*e, and destroy it at once. Hut if, a*
i. most ol snell allairs. the secret i* merely one

,f words which tho hlsokmailen may apeak or not
t will, and ;it any time, I believe it is u mistake
ii brine him nr her, heenun the demand for hush
noney na be nneweTI indefinitely sa lang as the
»er-nn e'uicern.* lives, nr BBB any money loft
villi which tn pay."
Adele Ind listened with the greatest attention

hrouahnut, sud the dinet good senm of his an-
wer disarmed any suspicion sh.* mich! have en-

ertained m nanrd to the remark whteh had led
o h.-r asking his advice. She reasoned naturally
.iimi.-h that if he knew anything of lv*r position,
ind had oune to Genna t«> guther infoitnation,
ie would have Buggested nome course of action
vlui'li woul 1 throw tbe advantage into his own

lauds. Hut she did Bat kimw the man. mete*
ivar, in h.*r extreme (eur af diseovery, she had
or u mnni"'it been willing ta admit that he mU'ht
mow far more than was in any way possible, if
ie knew BBVtblng at all: whereas in truth he
\;is lull making tho most vague gue>s"s at tho
otiiiil facts. It was start lin.' to realize bow n*:ir-

v sh.- ha I taken lum fur an enemy, after inviting
lim as a friend, and in perfectly cool faith, but
* ie thought over th.* eonvenatton she saw how
latiirallv tin* remarks whleh hail Mab.Md her
iud pmented then.elves, Then* was her own in-
.,ninia--he had au in-tame of a mun who had
iiffend iii the same way. A remark about un-

ust abuse* of other people that was quite natural,
md Btesnt nothing, iiisekmatl extorted by sr-

iints-sh," had henel! ted dinetly to it. hy s-pec'i**
sting upon what servants said af their masten.
t was all ven natural Sin* ni ado up her mind
hat she had b.vn arrana in mistrusting his sin-
erity. Besides, she liktsl bim. and ber jmlgment
nsjihetinly inclined ta favor him.
"I think von are quite right,*" fdic said after a

ew moments' thought, " 1 never heard it put so

Inertly b"f,,ri>, and your view sivms to be tlie
inly sensible mu*. If the tnnt e.ta'i be kept by
laying an object and tiestroyinn it. then buyit.
f not. deny it boldly ami refuse to pay. Yes.
hat is the wisest solution I have ever heard
.tiered."
Qblabil s;iw that be had produced a unod olT*<*t

i'll was well mtlefted. Ile turned back to a

anser paint la order lo ehnaga tha tubJtBB of tha
-onveraatten.
"Timi old story of tim Mmitevarohi has inter-

-t..l me," ho *i.id. "I wish I knew it all. With-
itr being nt all of an historical gentes. I am fond
d all snrts of family histories. Lady Herbert
mis myieg v.'-tortlay that there aro many strange
egends and stories eonn.-.ted with thi,* oil place
md that your father knows them all. Von must
enow a great deal about (ierano yourself, I should
bink."
"Ob. of course I do," answered Adele with

ila.rity. " I will show you all over the castle to-
Borrnw BBW.teg. It i> an soo**.ans huild-ng. aud
iigger than you wouldover suppose* from the out-
ide I will sbow you where they used to cut off
leads-it is delightful! 'Hie head fell through a

mle in the tioeir into a heap ot sawdust, they sav.
Vml then there ',s another plate-, where they thnw
rlBBlnuts out ol the wintlow, with tour seats in it.
wo for the ex'eeutionera. one for the confessor and
inn in the inidt'lli* for the condemned man. They
I'd those things so coolly and systematically IB
hose* aood old days. Von shall see it all: then
in* the dungeons ami the trap-door* through
vhich pt*,,pl,, wen* made to tumble i'ito them;
hen* is every sort of sppllnnee.bclongim* to fam-
Iv life in the Mid'Ue AfBB."

" I shall ls* vi*rv glad to s«*e it all if you will ba
ny guide," said illusion.
Ihey continued to talk upon indiffennt sub-

eets. At dinner Pietro took much pains to ha
oaTevable. and BUOOeeded ailtnirnbly, for he was

veil .il lc to oo-nerse pleasantly when he chose,
"hoiml, ,'xtroniclv tired, he sat up till nesrlv mld-
llffht tn.dan PttlfVm with Snvelli, ss Adele had
oreeoen. a'nVI when he was at last shown to hts
llstant roon? by Honllazio. who had spent meat
f his day in studying the topography Of tba
astle, he was sourly exhausted.

iTo be Continued.)


